
Nybbles  

& Bytes 
www.neopc.org 

Voice: 216-521-2907  December, 2009 . . .  . Volume 26 Issue 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Letter from the Editor -   
David A. Vydra 

 

I would like to extend my wishes of the best for you and yours during this 2009 Holiday Season.  May 

everyone enjoy the spirit and may everyone be safe.  All of the Officers send along their ñBest Wishesò they 

are all looking forward to prosperous and event filled New Year. 
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Through the Gates:  

 

Enter to the Trove of Bills Treasures and Travails 

A monthly column dedicated to revealing some of the unknown or lesser known features or foibles of the 

Microsoft line of products. 
By: David A. Vydra 

We would like to thank you for your readership and attention during the past year.  If you have moved up to Win-

dows 7, Microsoft would also like to express its appreciation. 
There is something that has come to my attention that is well worth checking into for the sake of your security.  Both, 

Vist and Windows 7 incorporate a feature called ñData Execution Preventionò or DEP for short.  This feature is on by 

default but should be checked just in case.  To do this, right click on ñComputerò and click on ñProperties in the drop 

down.  Your screen should show Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1 

 

 

 

The section we are looking for 

is ñAdvanced system set-

tingsò.  This will take you to a 

window for ñSystem Proper-

tiesò which has 5 tabs and 

should have the ñAdvancedò 

tab selected as shown in figure 

2 on page 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
In this window, you click on ñSettingsò in the ñPerformanceò section which takes you to a ñPerformance Optionò 

window which has 3 tabs.  (See Figure 3)  Click on the Data Execution Prevention tab.  Here you will find that as shown 

in Figure 3 DEP is either on by default or it is unavailable for your system.  If it is supported by your system it should be 

on.  You will also be able to designate that it will be on for essential Windows programs and services or for these and not 

certain ones that you specificy as exceptions.  Well worth looking into for you security. 
 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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Portions of this column may have been garnered from several publicly available sources, verified and edited for content.  Where an 

article is used in its entirety without editing, the author and source are acknowledged. 

Figure 2 Figure 3 Figure 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The contest winner will be announced at this months General Meeting.  You must  be present to win. 

NEOPC- General Meeting Presentations : 

Date 2009 Program and Presenters 

    

December 9 ñHow to Buy a Computerò by Tony Kurkov.  Tony's talk is timely, right before Christmas 

2009. 
    

Date 2010   

    

January 13 "2009 Income Tax Updates" by Ian Abbott. Ian's talk will help with Income tax preparation 

February 10 "Skype" by Bruce Brockman/ YANTOTC. Bruce's talk includes the use of computers for 

communications for local and long distance phone calls. 

    

Proposed Programs: 

March 10 "Publicizing Our Meetings on web site www.greatlakesgeek.com". Dan Hanson is our contact at 

the Great Lakes Geek. 

April 14  "Q & A" by Lee Gerber & Dave Vydra 

May 12  "How to do Banking on the Internet" by Charter One Bank Personnel 

    

If you have any topics you would like to see discussed, please give Jim McIntyre a head-up 
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Figure 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued on Page 5) 

Function or Forum  
 

Edited by D. A. Vydra 

Training on the use of ñHelpò. 
Or 

ñHow I used the F1 Key and survived!ò 
 

There are differences between the basic desktop help screens for each Operating System.  I had the one for XP in 
mind when I began this.  However, as I can no longer use it due to computer changes, we will begin with the one from 

Vista.  It is most likely more germane to where we are in any case.  Additionally, there is one important phase to check 

out.  


