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Enter to the Trove of Bills Treasures and Travails 

 

A monthly column dedicated to revealing some of the unknown or lesser known features or 
foibles of the Microsoft line of products. 
By: David A. Vydra 

 

As promised last month, this will be about Office 2010.  Microsoft offered the opportunity for me to obtain and 
test the “Technical Preview”.  So, what you see was prepared and published with the various and sundry aspects of Of-
fice 2010.  If there are any spelling or grammar errors, blame the folks at Microsoft. 

I am fluent in Office 2003 and have had no real desire to change.  Realistically though, it is inevitable.  An un-
used copy of Office 2007 languishes because it is as yet not installed.  Not to be deterred, Office 2010 was installed.  As 
I began to use it, my initial reaction was; oh no!  Outlook was totally unusable for some reason.  It was unable to find my 
data cache and accounts.  And this is one gotcha to keep in mind whenever upgrading Microsoft Office with Outlook.  
Outlook cannot co-exist with another version.  The older version will be deleted and replaced by the newer.  Meanwhile, 
there are options for maintaining the older copies of any other office product.  However, to overcome the problem with 
Outlook, I decided to install Office 2007 and hope that Outlook 2007 would work. It was the only viable option to be 
able to have an updated Outlook and still have use of Office 2010.  Voila!  Outlook is doing its thing and I now have 3 
versions of Office installed. 

The first thing I discovered (Actually second.  There was the Outlook thing first.), was ribbons.  Ribbons, ribbons 
everywhere.  Those applications that did not previously have “Ribbons” now did, including Outlook while it was still 
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installed.  Between Windows 7 and Office 2010 it would seem that every app that could have a “Ribbon” now does.  I 
would suggest getting used to “Ribbons” because other products will be including them in one form or another.  A rumor 
running around is that the next version of “Firefox” will have a ribbon interface.  I don’t doubt that there will be others to 
fall in line with this format. 

Prior to the NEOPC Newsletter I did one for the USS Whetstone Assoc. web site.  I used Publisher 2010 and had nary a 
problem.  I expect that it will be the same for this.  Where I did run into a glitch was in the layout and creation of this 
column.  My original intent was to do it in Word 2010.  Much to my dismay, when I opened Word 2010 it went through 
the “First Use” installation procedure.  It would seem that I had failed to check the installation procedure so that this step 
would be avoidable.  Suffice to say, it seemed like no damage was done.  I began this column and wrote the initial para-
graph.  This is about the time I discovered a problem with Outlook 2007.  You have to remember that the main document 
editor for Outlook is Word when available.  Until the release of Outlook 2007 that is.  In earlier versions of Outlook, you 
could choose Word as your e-mail editor for composing and reading e-mail messages. Now, in Outlook 2007, many 
Word 2007 features and commands are fully integrated with Outlook 2007 to make it a comprehensive e-mail message 
editor.  I have to presume this holds true for Office 2010.  And, as Microsoft is prone to do, it is most likely that Outlook 
defaults to Word as its editor when it is installed and seen as available.  Well, bottom line is that by installing and using 
Word2010. I broke Outlook 2007.  For some reason, the accounts were lost in my next opening of Outlook.  Fortunately, 
I had set a restore point and was able to return to a point where Word 2010 was no longer viable.  Everything else in Of-
fice 2010 is humming along without a hitch.  Let’s take a peek: 

New! Paste Preview for Office 2010: 

Just like you can review your bill before you sign it or sample a fine bottle of wine, you can preview your format-
ting before committing to it and impress your audience with the results. Paste is the most frequently used Microsoft Of-
fice command. To make those clicks count, we created Paste Preview so you can see what your additions will look like 
before you drop them in.  

No more undoing and manually formatting after you have pasted. Paste Preview will enable you to get it right the first 
time:  

 Reuse content to easily ensure that the object selected appears exactly as intended, resulting in consistent, 
professional-looking documents.    

 Paste Options items change contextually to best fit the content you are reusing. 

 

New! OpenType Typography from Publisher 2010 and Word 2010. 

Give your publications and documents that extra something special with new OpenType typography features that 
improve the typography capabilities in Publisher and Word.   

Ligatures, Stylistic Sets, and more provide simple but effective ways to add a new look to text when using OpenType 
fonts. For example, try existing fonts such as Calibri, Corbel, and Cambria. Or try Gabriola, a new font in Office 2010 
that offers a rich array of Stylistic Sets. 

 

Improved!  

 

Picture editing: 
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Edit your photos without using additional photo editing programs. 

 

Additional SmartArt graphics: 

Incorporate great-looking graphics into your professional documents without a large consulting team or time com-
mitment. 

 

New! 
 

Insert screenshots: 

Incorporate screenshots into your work — without leaving Word. 

Contextual Spelling Checker: 

The context-sensitive spelling and grammar screen reader now corrects more spelling errors when the word is correct 
in spelling but used incorrectly in the sentence. 

Publish to PDF or XPS: 

For desktop and commercial printing, sharing through e-mail and viewing online. 

Backstage view: 

The Backstage view, available in all Office 2010 applications, replaces the traditional File menu, helping you quick-
ly get to operations such as save, share, print (Print Preview is gone see below.) and publish with just few clicks. 

 

Voila! And this is not all.  There are many improvements.  Unfortunately, many are devoted to improving the enterprise 
experience and we ordinary folks will have little need for them.  Bye the way, I have thrown in a few screen shots.  The-
se are courtesy of OneNote.  Personally, I can’t wait.  Presuming, of course, I am able to satisfactorily solve the Outlook 
problem.  One of the provisions for being able to obtain Office2010 was the agreement to abstaining from technical sup-
port.  Of which there isn’t any to be had.  I have looked. 

 

Microsoft late Monday confirmed plans to launch its Microsoft Security Essentials free security product on Tuesday 
Sept. 29, marking the software giant's initial foray into the free consumer security software market. Microsoft Security 
Essentials, previously code named Morro, replaces the Windows Live OneCare offering that Microsoft mothballed back 
in June. That product, which debuted in 2006, was a commercial flop, as consumers apparently weren't willing to pony 
up a $49.99 annual subscription fee for coverage of three PCs... This time around, Microsoft is hoping that MSE will be 
embraced by Windows users who might not otherwise afford or have access to security software. MSE is a slimmed 
down version of Windows Live OneCare that leaves out the firewalls, backup capabilities and spam filters, but still pro-
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vides protection from viruses, Trojans, spyware and rootkits.  While not at the top of the list for its capabilities, neither is 
it at the bottom. 

 

For those that avoid “David’s Stuff” on the NEOPC web-site, there is this:  Last month, Microsoft confirmed that it will 
offer Windows 7's ribbon application interface to Windows Vista users in an October update. 

 

Portions of this column may have been garnered from several publicly available sources, verified and edited for content.  Where an 
article is used in its entirety without editing, the author and source are acknowledged. 

 
Letter from the Editor -   

David A. Vydra 
 

 
Great news!  We will be on setting a new column next month.  While your input will be welcome and appreciated, it will 
not be necessary.  The title of the column has not been fleshed out as of this writing.  However, it will be geared toward 
the F1 key.  For the most part, we will concentrate on “Help” articles that will be worth remembering.  I am leaning to-
ward “First Function” or “1st. Function”.  Any suggestions? 

Logic  

It was decided by Microsoft during a brilliant brainstorming session that military service would improve the skills and disci-pline of their 

finest technician. So off to boot camp he went.  

At the rifle range, he was given some instruction, a rifle, and bullets. He fired several shots at the target. The report came from the target 

area that all attempts had completely missed the target.  

The Microsoft tech looked at his rifle and then at the target again. "Hmmm.," he thought, "I'll get to the bottom of this in no time."  

He looked at the rifle again, and then at the target again. He pointed his still loaded rifle at the ground in front of him and fired. A cloud 

of dust kicked up, and a little dimple was left there in the dust.  

"Yep, it's working," he concluded.  

The technician yelled out to the others at the target end, "The rifle is in working order, and the bullet seems to be leaving this end just 

fine. The trouble must be on your end!"  

Miss Sally Edwards is a highly esteemed third grade teacher at Jacksboro Elementary.  

In an effort to prepare her students for the all-important TAKS test, she compiled an exam consisting of 20 ques-tions, which she admin-

istered to her class last Tuesday.  

The exam purposely covered a broad array of topics.  

I call your attention to question # 11,which simply read:  

LIST, IN ANY ORDER, THE FOUR SEASONS:  

1. ________ 2. ________ 3.________ 4. ________  

Now, could you possibly imagine that 67%  of the students gave the following answer?  

 

1. DOVE SEASON 2. DEER SEASON  

3. DUCK SEASON 4. TURKEY SEASON  
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October 2009 

Event 
Date  

Event  

10/13  

Northeast Ohio PC Club ***MORNING Fundamentals Special Interest Group*** 

(SIG). Fairview Park Senior Center 9:30 - 11:30am. Fundamentals of computer use - 

OPEN FORUM - Any and all topics discussed - Bring a question, bring a topic - 

Guests always welcome - Always coffee. Always free and open to the public. Se-

cond Tuesday of the month.  

10/14  

Northeast Ohio PC Club (NEOPC) General Meeting, 27333 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, 

OH. 6:30pm -Social (pastries and beverages): 7:00pm -Club annoucements;7:15pm -main pro-

gram "Kindle and Ebooks" by Shawn Walsh. Shawn's talk includes the discussion of the 

Kindle and other ebook readers.  

10/21  

Wednesday, October 21, 2009 Ladies Only Special Interest Group Meeting at 

Westlake Porter Public Library from 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. The Library is located 

at 27333 Center Ridge Road, Westlake, Ohio. All ladies are invited, whether or 

not members of Northeast Ohio PC Club. Come with your questions and/or com-

ments about software you have.  

10/25  

ƷƷ Final day to submit your article for inclusion in the next "Members Podium" column 

for the November, 2009 issue of Nybbles & Bytes. Be sure to send your article to in-

fo@neopc.net and include the phrase "Members Podium" in the Subject line.  

10/27  

Northeast Ohio PC Club ***EVENING Fundamentals Special Interest Group*** (SIG). Fair-

view Park Library (lower level) 7:00 - 8:30pm. Fundamentals of computer use - OPEN FO-

RUM - Any and all topics discussed - Bring a question, bring a topic - Guests always wel-

come - Free and open to the public. Fourth Tuesday of the month.  

10/28  

NEOPC/CAGG sponsored Computer Class Orientation Meeting - Fairview Park Senior Cen-

ter - 10:00am on the fourth Wednesday of each month (except December) - All members con-

sidering taking advantage of the classes we conduct must attend this meeting, without invi-

tation, to decide which classes they wish to be invited to.  

NEOPC- General Meeting Presentations 

 

Date Program   Presenter 

October  14 " Kindle and Ebook" All about Kindle and Ebooks 
“Genealogy” Marriage of computers and ancestry 
“How to Buy a Computer” Self explanatory 
"2009 Income Tax Updates" What is current today 
"Skype" Using computers for phone calls. 

  
Proposed Programs: 

 
"Publicizing Our Meetings on www.greatlakesgeek.com" 
  
  

Shawn Walsh 

November  11 John Dailey 

December 9 Tony Kurkov 

January 13 Ian Abbott 

February 10 Bruce Brockman 

    

    

March 10 Dan Hanson 

    

    


